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REMINDER 

October 1st is the 

deadline for fall fish 

orders. See the order 

form inside or call us at 

877-309-8408 to place an 

order. Orders are on a 

first come, first served 

basis. Don’t wait until the 

last minute! 

 

Check out our Updated Website! 

Don’t forget to check out our updated website and like and follow us on Social Media! 

Save Your Forests in the Wake of Emerald Ash Borer 
and other pests and diseases... 

Noah Yacks 
Noah graduated from Michigan 
Technological University in 
Spring 2021 with a Bachelors 
Degree in Wildlife Ecology and 
Conservation with a minor in Fish 
Biology. He is working as a Staff 
Biologist in the Habitat Division. 
We are excited for him to bring his 
knowledge to our team! 

Wisconsin’s landscape has been subject to drastic changes since its settling. One 
notable change has been our tree species composition. Many factors can determine 
which trees grow in our forests. These factors include soil type, climate, hydrology, 
fire, light availability, and disease. Landowners may not understand these factors 
and consequently, struggle to establish or maintain a healthy forest. 
While you may own a healthy forest now, it likely will not remain that way on its 
own. As we settled in the United States, we brought a plethora of foreign tree dis-
eases with us, some of which are just beginning to leave their scar on Wisconsin.  
 
Historically, trees such as American Chestnut and Butternut were vital components 
of our woodlands. Introduced fungal diseases have since wiped out or severely re-
duced these tree species. Another foreign fungus, Dutch Elm Disease, has devastat-
ed our elm species. The American Elm was an important wetland tree and a beloved 
yard tree while Rock Elm occupied our upland environments. Both of these trees 
were affected, however, a genus of trees similar to elms, the ashes, have since taken 
their place. White Ash occupies habitats like those of the Rock Elm and was widely 
used to replace American Elms as a yard tree, as was Green Ash, which along with 
Black Ash, became characteristic denizens of our swamps. Unfortunately, our ash 
trees are now being wiped from the landscape by the Emerald Ash Borer, an inva-
sive insect. 
 
So how do we maintain a healthy forest? Unfortunately, the future for our neighbor-
hood ash trees and bottomland ash forests looks bleak.  But this does not mean our 
forests and swamps need to become graveyards of dead ash tree skeletons; different 
native trees may be planted in their place.  Diversity is key to stability. Having a 
diversity of tree species makes your woods less prone to disease and ensures you 
will still have a forest should a disease eliminate one species.  Planting a variety of 
tree species suited to your site conditions will diversify and reforest your property. 
Additionally, it will bolster your property’s aesthetic value and wildlife production. 

American Chestnut             American Elm           Green Ash 

 To Order Trees: Call or Send in the Tree Order Form Insert! 

Continued on Page 2 

Brandon Oberleitner 
Brandon graduated from UWSP in 
Fall 2018 with a Bachelors Degree 
in Fisheries and Aquatic Science.  
He has spent the past 2 years 
working for the Department of 
Game, Fish, and Parks in South 
Dakota and is currently working in 
our Lakes Division. We are 
excited for him to bring his 
experience to our team! 

Taggart Jacob 
Taggart graduated from UWSP in 
Spring 2021 with a Bachelors 
Degree in Fisheries and Aquatic 
Sciences. He is working as a Staff 
Biologist in our Ponds Division. 
We are excited for him to bring his 
commitment to the team! 



2 3 

 

The Emerald Ash Borer, scien-
tific name Agrilus planipennis, a 
major threat to native forest pop-
ulations. Image via Arbor Day 
Foundation. 

Care and maintenance of a pond can be hard work, however, at Cason & Associates we have all 
the tools to ensure that the job is done correctly and with maximum backing research. Some of 
the biological tools we use while treating ponds are AquaSticker and PondZilla Pro by the Natu-
ralake Biosciences laboratory. These two products are each part of their bio-catalyst line of prod-
ucts, which aren't chemical treatments, but rather biological agents which assist treatments by 
increasing chemical uptake by the plant and accelerating the breakdown of organic matter by im-
proving penetration. By incorporating these products into the correct treatment plan, we reduce 
chemical product usage, while also creating longer lasting effects.  

Ponzilla Pro is considered 
a natural catalyst that 
speeds the breakdown of 

dead algae and aquatic 
plants; however, it also 
stimulates the naturally 
occurring bacteria in the 
water to fixate loose nutri-

ents freed through the 
breakdown process. De-
spite Pondzilla Pro having 
zero effects on microbiota 
alone, combined with cop-

per algaecide it acceler-
ates chemical reactions 
and improves perfor-
mance. 

AquaSticker is a slightly 
different product than 
Pondzilla Pro, it is con-

sidered a biological 
sticking agent that aims 
to disrupt the protective 
microbiota of algae and 
aquatic plants. Natura-

lake Biosciences’ labora-
tory has extensively re-
searched this product 
and is the latest innova-
tion in aquatic bio-

catalyst technologies. It 
stimulates competitive 
bacterial growth and as-
sists in the penetration of 

chemical treatments into 
algae and plants.  

These two products are top of the line in bio-catalyst technology. They can help us to reduce 
chemical use, improve efficacy of treatments, and ensure your pond stays looking immaculate. 
Call Cason & Associates Today to discuss how we can use Aquasticker, PondZilla Pro, or any 

other product from Naturalake Biosciences to help make your water body look healthier and 
more beautiful for the coming season by setting up a personalized pond management plan. 

Diagram provided by Naturalake Biosciences 
showing action of PondZilla Pro catalyst assist-
ing in breakdown of aquatic plants.  

Diagram provided by Naturalake Biosciences 
showing action of AquaSticker acting as a bio-
catalyst allowing chemical uptake of  chemical 
treatments.  

AquaSticker 

Pondzilla Pro 

A recent study conducted by Dr. Ken Rosenberg 
and other scientists has revealed that North 
America has lost approximately 30% of its total 
bird population in just the last 50 years. While grassland birds have exhibited the most drastic 
decline, many others, such as forest birds, have suffered as well. The Midwest is home to multi-
tudes of these forest birds, which breed, winter, or migrate right in our backyards. So why have 
our birds been disappearing? While the answer is not definitively known, and likely not simple, 
we can certainly speculate based on evidence. 
 
Often the reason for the decline of a species boils down to habitat. Despite forest cover steadily 
increasing across the United States, forest birds have decreased. But just because the quantity of 
forest is rising, does not mean the quality of forest follows suit. In fact, during this same time 
frame, our forests have seen an influx of many invasive species, especially in the Midwest.  
 
A forest ecosystem fundamentally relies on the plant species composition. Garlic mustard, buck-
thorn, honeysuckle, and many more can easily invade forests. From there, they outcompete na-
tive species, establish a foreign monoculture, and ultimately alter the ecosystem. This can limit 
or eliminate necessary forage, cover, and nesting habitat for our native species, most notably, 
birds. 
 
It is best to get these invasive species under control as soon as possible. When caught early, parts 
of the ecosystem are still intact, allowing for ease of restoration and saving money. Cason & As-
sociates has the means to meet with you, devise a management plan, and carry out that plan for 
you. Even if invasives have a firm hold on your property, we can effectively remove them and 
even plant native species that previously occupied your outdoor space. Together we can find a 
way to restore the health of your land and create a future for the birds that call it home. Call Ca-
son & Associates to schedule a consultation to see how we can set up a plan to improve 
your native habitats for the wildlife on your property. 

Several tree species are native to Wisconsin that can be planted in bottomlands and 
wetlands to replace ashes and elms. These include quaking aspen, river birch, white 
cedar, sycamore, silver maple, swamp white oak, Canadian hemlock, tamarack, and 
white pine. 
 
There is no need to sacrifice your woodlands or shade trees to insect pests and for-
eign tree diseases. The biologists at Cason & Associates are ready to meet with you 
to assess your property and work with you to develop a forest management plan that 
will keep your outdoor spaces vibrant and healthy. Along with consulting, Cason & 
Associates sells and plants a variety of native tree species.    
 

Check out the enclosed order form and give us a call to get started!  

Continued from Page 1: Emerald Ash Borer 


