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REMINDER  

October 1 st is the 

deadline for fall fish 

orders. See the order 

form inside or call us at 

877-309-8408 to place an 

order. Orders are on a 

first come, first served 

basis. Donõt wait until the 

last minute!  

 

Check out our Updated Website! 

Donôt forget to check out our updated website and like and follow us on Social Media! 

Save Your Forests in the Wake of Emerald Ash Borer 
and other pests and diseases... 

Noah Yacks 
Noah graduated from Michigan 
Technological University in 
Spring 2021 with a Bachelors 
Degree in Wildlife Ecology and 
Conservation with a minor in Fish 
Biology. He is working as a Staff 
Biologist in the Habitat Division. 
We are excited for him to bring his 
knowledge to our team! 

Wisconsinôs landscape has been subject to drastic changes since its settling. One 
notable change has been our tree species composition. Many factors can determine 
which trees grow in our forests. These factors include soil type, climate, hydrology, 
fire, light availability, and disease. Landowners may not understand these factors 
and consequently, struggle to establish or maintain a healthy forest. 
While you may own a healthy forest now, it likely will not remain that way on its 
own. As we settled in the United States, we brought a plethora of foreign tree dis-
eases with us, some of which are just beginning to leave their scar on Wisconsin.  
 
Historically, trees such as American Chestnut and Butternut were vital components 
of our woodlands. Introduced fungal diseases have since wiped out or severely re-
duced these tree species. Another foreign fungus, Dutch Elm Disease, has devastat-
ed our elm species. The American Elm was an important wetland tree and a beloved 
yard tree while Rock Elm occupied our upland environments. Both of these trees 
were affected, however, a genus of trees similar to elms, the ashes, have since taken 
their place. White Ash occupies habitats like those of the Rock Elm and was widely 
used to replace American Elms as a yard tree, as was Green Ash, which along with 
Black Ash, became characteristic denizens of our swamps. Unfortunately, our ash 
trees are now being wiped from the landscape by the Emerald Ash Borer, an inva-
sive insect. 
 
So how do we maintain a healthy forest? Unfortunately, the future for our neighbor-
hood ash trees and bottomland ash forests looks bleak.  But this does not mean our 
forests and swamps need to become graveyards of dead ash tree skeletons; different 
native trees may be planted in their place.  Diversity is key to stability. Having a 
diversity of tree species makes your woods less prone to disease and ensures you 
will still have a forest should a disease eliminate one species.  Planting a variety of 
tree species suited to your site conditions will diversify and reforest your property. 
Additionally, it will bolster your propertyôs aesthetic value and wildlife production. 

American Chestnut             American Elm           Green Ash 

 To Order Trees: Call or Send in the Tree Order Form Insert! 

Continued on Page 2 

Brandon Oberleitner 
Brandon graduated from UWSP in 
Fall 2018 with a Bachelors Degree 
in Fisheries and Aquatic Science.  
He has spent the past 2 years 
working for the Department of 
Game, Fish, and Parks in South 
Dakota and is currently working in 
our Lakes Division. We are 
excited for him to bring his 
experience to our team! 

Taggart Jacob 
Taggart graduated from UWSP in 
Spring 2021 with a Bachelors 
Degree in Fisheries and Aquatic 
Sciences. He is working as a Staff 
Biologist in our Ponds Division. 
We are excited for him to bring his 
commitment to the team! 


