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Pond Management Consulting
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Do you have a pond where you would like to have fish, or do you want to
construct a fishing pond in a remote location, but are afraid to because it is too
far from electrical service to install an aeration system? Perhaps you have
tried windmill aerators, but found they are not effective in valleys and forested
areas. Maybe you are simply an ecologically-conscious person who wants to
aerate your pond off of the electrical grid. Cason & Associates and Keeton
Industries have a solution for you! SolaerTM solar-powered aeration systems
offer solutions for difficult to aerate situations.

Cason & Associates provides clients with effective, environmentally sound and sustainable solutions for
aquatic resource management challenges. Decades of combined field experience, coupled with extensive
industry knowledge and exceptional customer service, makes Cason & Associates the ideal choice for a
consulting firm to help you manage your water resources.
Services we offer:
• Lake and pond management consulting
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Lake and pond management plans
Lake and pond mapping
Pond development and construction
Professional application of algaecides,
herbicides and dye
Physical removal of aquatic invasive plants
Native aquatic and wetland plantings
Aquatic plant surveys
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Benefits of installing a SolaerTM Aeration System in
your pond:
• Less expensive than running electric service to
remote locations
• More reliable and effective than windmill
aerators
• No monthly electric bill
• Low maintenance
• Not susceptible to power outages
• Extremely quiet operation

Fish stocking, surveys and analysis
Habitat assessments and improvement
Wetland delineation
Water and sediment sampling and testing
Aeration and fountain installation and
maintenance
Permit and grant writing
Research
Aeration can also prevent winter and summer fish kills,
increase fish carrying-capacity, improve water quality and
reduce bottom sludge.
By having energy stored in batteries housed in the compressor
unit box, Keeton SolaerTM Aeration Systems continue to work
rain or shine! Call Cason & Associates to have a Keeton
SolaerTM Aeration System professionally installed today!

CALL 1-877-309-8408 TO TALK TO YOUR SOLAERTM AREATION SYSTEM DEALER: CASON & ASSOCIATES, LLC

By having your own private pond, you have the opportunity to create your own world-class fishery! Let Cason &
Associates help you achieve your world-class fishery by stocking your pond! No pond is the same. There are
many different variables that can change the characteristics of a pond, such as size, depth and substrate type. In
addition, not everyone has the same preferences of what they like. Despite all of the variability, there are approximate stocking guidelines that can be followed. Let us help you figure out what you want and what is best for
your pond. The following are general stocking recommendations for Upper Midwest ponds approximately 1 acre
in size and at least 8 feet deep. These numbers can be adjusted to ponds down to 0.25 acre and up to 5 acres in
size by multiplying the number of fish recommended by the surface acre( s) of the pond.

Bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus)
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We recommend stocking 300 2-3” or larger bluegills per
acre.
Bluegills can grow to over 10” in length.
Bluegills, a voracious predator, prey on insects, larvae,
zooplankton and small fish.
Bluegills prefer warm water.
Bluegills are easy to catch and fight the hardest for their
size.

Largemouth Bass (Micropterus salmoides)
•
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Hybrid Bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus x cyanellus)
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We recommend stocking 500 2-3” or larger hybrid
bluegills per acre in ponds 2 acres or smaller.
We also recommend stocking fathead minnows once or
twice a year and half the amount of hybrid bluegills originally stocked every 2 to 4 years.
The hybrid bluegill is a cross between a male bluegill and
a female green sunfish.
Hybrid bluegills have a reduced reproduction potential,
making them ideal to stock in ponds with stunted bluegill
growth problems.
Hybrid bluegills, a voracious predator, prey on insects,
larvae, zooplankton and small fish.

We recommend stocking approximately 100 2-4”
or larger largemouth bass per acre and
approximately 75 largemouth bass per acre in
ponds with hybrid bluegill.
Largemouth bass can grow to over 22” in length.
Largemouth bass prey on fish, crayfish, frogs and
insects.
Largemouth bass are a good predatory fish to stock
in ponds to control the bluegill population.

Black Crappie (Promoxis nigromaculatus)
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We generally do not recommend stocking black
crappie in ponds less than 5 acres.
If you would like black crappie in your pond, we
recommend stocking 200 black crappies per acre.
Black crappies can grow to over 14” in length.
Black crappies prey on zooplankton, insect larvae,
snails and small fish. They do not, however, feed
on fish pellets.
Black crappies are known to have winter kill.
events.

Yellow Perch (Perca flavescens)
•
•
•
•

We recommend stocking 200 3-5” or larger yellow perch per acre.
We also recommend stocking 50-100 lbs of fathead minnows if small forage fish
are not present in your pond.
Yellow perch can grow to over 12” in length.
Yellow perch prey on insects, crayfish, leeches and small fish.

Fathead Minnow (Pimelphales promelas)
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We recommend stocking 25 lbs (approximately
5,000 minnows or 200 minnows per pound) of
fathead minnows per acre in new ponds without
predators and up to 100+ lbs per acre if predators
are abundant.
Fathead minnows average 50 mm in length.
Fathead minnows prey on a variety of aquatic
organisms, such as mosquito larvae and algae.
Fathead minnows serve as a great forage fish that
can provide quick growth rates to predatory fish,
such as bluegills and largemouth bass.

Golden Shiner (Notemigonus crysoleucas)
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We recommend stocking 25 lbs (approximately 40
to 80 per pound) of golden shiners per acre in new
ponds without predators and up to 100+ lbs per
acre if predators are abundant.
Golden shiners commonly grow over 5” in length
and are the largest of the forage species.
Golden shiners prey on a variety of aquatic
organisms, in particular, mosquito larvae.
Golden shiners thrive in weedy ponds.
Golden shiners serve as a great forage fish that can
provide quick growth rates to predatory fish, due to
their larger size.

Let Cason & Associates help you stock up your pond today!

What’s in Your Lake or Pond?

Integrated Management

When you live on a lake or own a pond, a very common question people may ask you is, “What
kind of fish do you have in your lake/pond?” Do you really know what lies at the depths of your
lake or pond? Even if you may know what species of fish inhabit your waters, do you know what
the estimated abundance of each species is? What about the health of the fish community? Do you
have a healthy fish community or are there problems occurring, like stunting? Cason &
Associates has the equipment and expertise to answer all of these questions.
Cason & Associates conducts fish surveys for lakes and ponds using fyke nets. Fyke nets are a
type of trap net that produces little stress to fish and allows captured fish to be released alive. Fish
surveys provide useful information, including species composition, relative abundance, size
structure and fish health, to assess your fish community. Scale samples also can be collected and
analyzed to determine age structure, growth rates, recruitment and mortality rates. Sampled fish
can also be tagged (i.e.: fin clip) for mark-recapture studies to better determine relative
abundances and age class structure. With the information fish surveys provide, we can determine
what management practices need to be or should be conducted to help make your lake or pond
have a better fishery. We can also determine if a recent fish stocking event was successful or if
changes need to be made for future fish stockings. By having a fish survey conducted on your lake
or pond through Cason & Associates, you are improving your fishery by having the information
to better manage your lake or pond. Call the professionals at Cason & Associates to get the fish
community of your lake or pond surveyed!

When your pond has problems and needs to be taken care of, call the professional pond managers at Cason & Associates
to get your pond healthy again. Cason & Associates provides Integrated Pond Management Services (IPMS) that are
specific to your pond needs. Our integrated pond management services use physical, chemical and biological methods to
address the problems in your pond.
Services in the IPMS program:
• Application of nutrient management products to
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take up available nutrients and directly compete
with algae and weed growth
Application of dye to limit the amount of sunlight
penetration in the water, reducing plant and algae
growth
Application of algaecides and/or herbicides to
control algae and weed growth
Application of muck-digesting bacteria to reduce
algal blooms and anoxic (low oxygen) conditions
Maintenance
on
aeration
systems
and
fountains to make sure running components are
working properly
Improve the watershed around your pond through
buffer strips, native plantings and removal of
invasive species

Ponds in the IPMS program are visited on a regular schedule by our
professionally trained biologists or technicians; which typically occurs on a
monthly basis, but can be adjusted to more or fewer visits depending on your
pond’s needs. We have found that through the integrated management
approach, our client’s ponds become less dependent on chemical treatments
and experience fewer and less severe algae blooms and weed problems.

Does your pond look like this? Call us today
to get your pond in our IPMS program!

By having your pond in our IPMS program, you can have peace of mind
knowing your pond is being taken care of by professionals. Instead of
spending the time and energy working on your pond, relax and enjoy your
pond! So, stop the frustration of having an unhealthy pond and having no
time to fix it! Let our integrated pond management services fix your pond’s
problems for you. Call Cason & Associates at 1-877-309-8408 to get started!

