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Check Out Our Updated
Website and Social Medias!
Like and follow us on Facebook,
LinkedIn, and Instagram at

Spring 2021
Inside this Issue:
Importance of Native
Plantings
Are You Getting the Most
Out of Your Fishery?
What’s Your Fish’s Home
Look Like?

Don’t forget to check out our new website and to like and follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn!

New Employee
Highlights

——————————
FISH ORDER
REMINDER
May 1st is the deadline
for spring fish orders. See
the order form inside or
call us at 877-309-8408 to
place an order. Orders
are on a first come, first
served basis. Don’t wait
until the last minute!

Hunter Roose

Welcome to our new crew
member, Hunter! Hunter is an
Aquatic Ecologist and Fisheries
Biologist as well as Lake Division
Manager who graduated from
Michigan
Technological
University. We are excited for him
to bring his knowledge and
experience to our team!
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Gus Hetcher

Welcome to our new crew
member, Gus! Gus is a Staff
Biologist
and
Director
of
Marketing who graduated from
Michigan
Technological
University. We are excited for him
to bring his energy and
commitment to our team!

Noah Borgardt

Welcome to our new crew
member, Noah! Noah is a Natural
Resource
Technician
who
graduated from Fox Valley
Technical College and will be
working in our Habitat Division.
We are excited for him to bring
his passion and determination to
our team!

Cason & Associates, LLC

Importance of Native Habitat Plantings
As a property owner, you likely
want your outdoor space looking kempt
and healthy. Whether it be your quarter
acre lot or a couple hundred-acre ranch, a
property requires management. Everyone
has a different management goal for their
property, you may be interested in growing trophy bucks, crops, or simply a pretty yard. Each goal requires work, which
may be in vain if done improperly. An
integral aspect to all property management is the vegetation, but many people
do not know the best plant species for
their end goal. The best place to start is
native.
From flower gardens to forests,
native plants will bolster the productivity
and health of your landscape. Having
evolved to suit local conditions, they will
outperform exotic alternatives and save
you money. Plants native to your property’s ecotype will need little to no fertilization, extra water, or pesticides. This not
only benefits your wallet, but also organisms sensitive to pollution. Fertilizers often leach off into adjacent waterways
where they cause rank weed growth and
algae blooms which could lead to fish
kills and hefty treatment costs for pond
owners. Planting native herbaceous and
woody plants on your landscape eliminates the need for such chemicals. You
can also reduce lawn space by installing a
backyard prairie. Having stands of native
vegetation will improve water infiltration
and reduce flooding. These can be as
small as just several square feet and will
add color and wildlife to your yard.
Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1: Importance of Native Plantings

Replacing native vegetation with exotic species eliminates the base of an ecosystem. Insects depend on
native plants for food and cover; and provide many services themselves e.g., aesthetic value, pollination, and pest
predation. They also feed much of our beloved wildlife species. Many native plants provide food and cover for
wildlife too. A native shrub is more likely to attract nesting songbirds than an exotic shrub, and the same can be
said for wintering birds. When managing game, reintroducing a diversity of native food plants will eliminate the
need for animals to constantly congregate at crop fields or food plots, therefore reducing disease transmission and
predation. Native plants will also improve crop production by boosting pollination and pest predation. The benefits of natives are seemingly endless.
You do not need to eliminate exotic plants from
your property, but when you do supplement your plantings
with natives you may be pleasantly surprised at how vibrant they look in comparison. If you are looking to do
something as small as put some native flowers in your
flowerbed, or bigger, like maximizing game production on
your hunting property, Cason & Associates has a ready
team of biologists to consult with to make your property a
healthy ecosystem that works for you. We can meet with
you to assess your property, find the best native plants for
your goal, and even install and maintain them for you.
With our help, your outdoor space could very well be a
center for biodiversity.

Maximizing Your Fisheries Habitats
When it comes to fish management in ponds and lakes, having habitat is important for increasing growth and survival rates. Habitat consists of structure and cover. Structure is the shape of the bottom of a lake or pond —
meaning the permanent features within the waterbody (ie. underwater bars, humps, edges). Cover is any item that
provides refuge for, typically, smaller prey fish, as well as attract larger predators for food (ie. native aquatic
plants, submerged trees, artificial fish structures). Often times, in particularly ponds, structure is limited. To make
up for the lack of structure ponds may provide, cover must be diverse.
A fishery is made up of more than just the large game fish we all love to see and catch. Each fish species has different habitat needs and preferences at each stage of its life. Small fish (fry) need dense cover that not only protects them from predators, but also facilitates the phytoplankton growth they feed upon. Fingerling fish need less
dense cover that will allow them to escape larger predators. Having successful recruitment of fry and fingerlings
is important for having a self-sustaining fish population. Adult game fish are attracted to cover for foraging opportunities, but also use overhead cover for protection from winged predators.
Fish habitat can be enhanced in many different ways.
Whether the habitat is artificial, natural, or a combination
of both, the biologists at Cason & Associates will help
you design and install the fish habitat that will enhance
the fishery in your pond or lake. Call Cason & Associates
today to learn more.

Are You Getting the Most out of Your Pond’s Fishery?
Having a pond full of giant bass and over-sized panfish is something many pond owners dream of. However,
understanding what it takes to produce a trophy-caliber fishery in small waters is something few people achieve.
For many pond owners, the only fishery information they have comes from what they see while walking the
banks, along with what they catch on rod and reel. This leaves a lot of questions unanswered. Questions like:
How many fish are in my pond, and how many can I safely harvest? How big are the fish and how fast are they
growing? Is my fishery balanced? What can I do to grow bigger fish? A professional fisheries assessment with a
proper study design can provide to answer your questions and set you on the path to having the fishery of your
dreams!

Mossback Fish Habitat® fish attractors provide artificial habitat by creating multiple small spaces for juvenile
fish and large hiding places for adult game fish, while promoting phytoplankton growth on the flat surfaces they
possess.
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Cason & Associates has the staff, resources, and tools to answer your fishery questions. We have a custom electro-fishing boat, fyke nets and seines as well as a team of experienced fisheries biologists who will work with
you to understand your goals for your fishery and design a custom study to provide the information that you
need. Each survey comes with a written report of survey results, analysis of findings, and recommendations. If
you are interested in taking the next step in developing a premiere fishery in your pond, give a Cason & Associates a call to discuss how we can help!

Mossback Fish Habitat® fish attractors are made of recycled PVC materials. They are chemically inert and will
provide habitat for a very long time. Mossback Fish Habitat® fish attractors come in many different shapes and
sizes and arrangements can be customized to your preferences. Compared to the labor intensive work of installing
fish cribs or tree drops, Mossback Fish Habitat® fish attractors are very easy to transport, assemble and to install.
By installing Mossback Fish Habitat® fish attractors in your pond or lake, you are providing structural habitat
that will help you maintain a healthy and diverse fishery for many years to come. You can also use them to create
your own “honey hole” by attracting fish to certain key angling locations within your pond or lake, thereby creating fun fishing opportunities for all ages. Cason & Associates is your Wisconsin Mossback dealer. Call for pricing.
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